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Fun
Languages

* French * Spanish
* Mandarin ¢ ltalian
* German ¢ English

Give your 2-12 year old a head
start and join a class today!

Kids love Ianguagel

Babelzone online games in French and
Spanish FREE TRIAL LESSON - email now!

www.lcfclubs.com.au
classes@I|cfclubs.com.au
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German International School Sydney

Backstroke
RBeethoven

Learning piano is a bit like learning to swim,
says Samantha Coates, although the keys to
success are somewhat different.

AND

best answer to the Most Commonly Asked Question
of piano teachers - ‘When should my child start
piano lessons?’ — I stumbled across an excellent analogy.
I realised that it’s just the same as asking, ‘When should

I am a piano teacher, and in my quest to discover the

my child start swimming lessons?’.

Swimmingis an activity that canbe takenup as early as
before oneisborn. There are literally prenatal swimming
classes (and I mean ones you pay for, not just hanging
around in the amniotic fluid). There are swimming
classes for newborns, babies, toddlers and preschoolers,
although for the very young child this is more about water
confidence than actually learning a stroke. There are
also classes for kindergarten, primary and secondary-
school-age children, including those that cater for the
older beginner. For the advanced swimmer, there is
squad training, stroke correction, private coaching... the
list goes on. There is no age too early to start swimming,

WHAT DOES
YOUR BABY
THINK OF NEW
PEOPLE?

DOES YOUR
TODDLER KNOW
HOW TO BE
HELPFUL?

what your child can do!

You will receive a DVD of your visit and an
opportunity to gain a greater understanding
of your child’s social development. We can

also cover travel costs.
THE UNIVERSITY OF

SYDNEY

Please contact: Megan or Betty

T: (02) 9351 3493 E: eric@psych.usyd.edu.au
sydney.edu.au/science/psychology/eric

At the University of Sydney we are studying
the social and emotional development of
babies and toddlers - you'll be amazed at

If you are interested in bringing your
baby to the university please contact us.

and never a time when you can say you've ‘finished’
swimming lessons, because there is always some
refinement that can be done.

It is the same with piano, and with music in general.
There are music classes for babies. There are more music
classes for toddlers that develop listening, singing,
rhythm and coordination skills. It’s too early to actually
be playing apiano at this stage - justlike it’s too early for a
toddler tolearn freestyle or backstroke - but it’s all about
exposure to music (or water), and developing confidence.

Studies have shown that at about the age of four
years, a child has developed the necessary finger
coordination to actually sit at the piano and learn to
play. In swimming terms, this is equivalent to learning
how to coordinate arms and legs in a stroke. All of the
lessons leading up to this point have played a crucial
part. If a child has had a lifetime (say about four years)
of being in the water, and is extremely comfortable
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Bi-lingual Education & Academic Excellence
International co-ed school for Preschool - Year 12

German language skills not a prerequisite

e Smalll classes and individual attention

* International Baccalaureate in Years 11 and 12

¢ Genuine bi-lingualism in and beyond the classroom

* Relaxed & focussed learning atmosphere and peaceful bushland settings
* Caring, supportive and mulficultural school community

Open Day

Receive detailed information about our educational concepts
Meet our students, teachers, coordinators and Principal

GermanInternationalSchoolSydney, 33 Myoora RATERREY HILLS; www.germanschoolsydney.com

German

International

School
Sydney

Sat 12" Mar, 12pm - 3pm
Open Day for Preschool to Yr 12

Student guided school tours start every hour
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and confident, swimming skills will come much
more easily.

Likewise, following a ‘lifetime’ of exposure to music,
learning to play the piano is a breeze. This is why it is
often so much harder for the older beginner, especially
adultbeginners. Thereislittle or no confidence, and ahuge
amount of self-consciousness to overcome. The point is to
have fun with whatever you're doing and whatever you're
learning, and if you feel confident before you even start,
having developed some essential rhythmic and aural
skills, you have a huge advantage.

As we move through the beginner stages of piano,
there are more coordination challenges to overcome. We
learn to play with one hand, then the other, then both
at the same time; then faster, then staccato, then with
pedal; we learn to play with others, and to listen and sing
as well as play. We can never say that piano is ‘finished’
(yes that’s right, Grade 8 is not The End), because there
is always more we can learn, refine and develop. Just
as some swimmers keep up their training and turn
professional, some pianists do the same with music.

But here is where the analogy stops. With swimming,
you don’t have to be competitive, you don’t have to have
long-term lessons or coaching; once you know how to
swim you can enjoy recreational swimming for the rest
of your life. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if this were the
same with piano? Learn for a couple of years until you

know how, and then just play for pleasure when you feel
like it? Sadly, this does not happen. Children can learn
for years, diligently practising their Beethoven sonatas,
mastering their scales and arpeggios, and receiving
wonderful A+ results in their exams over the years. Then
as soon as they stop practising, they can’t play anything.
The fine motor skills required to play all those pieces need
constant reinforcement.

Almost every parent I knowlikes the idea of their child
continuing to play and enjoy the piano (or any other
instrument) long after lessons have stopped. After all,
it’s a big investment, and we’d like to think that it has
long-term benefit. So how can we make this happen?

There are two musical skills that are absolutely
essential to teach in order to achieve this goal:
improvisation (that is, composing, playing by ear,

Almost every parent | know likes
the idea of their child continuing

to play and enjoy the piano (or any
other instrument) long after lessons
have stopped.

listening and responding - basically making stuff
up) and sight-reading (looking at notes on a page and
immediately being able to convert them to sound on an
instrument, with a sense of rhythm and fluency).

The ability to improvise is a wonderful asset - we can
play in a band without any music, work out a song we
have heard on the radio or express ourselves through
our own composition. The ability to sight-read well gives
musicians access to any music, any time, regardless
of whether they’ve heard it before or practised much
recently. The combination of these two skills is the
recipe for long-term musical enjoyment.

So the real answer to the Most Commonly Asked
Question is this: it is never too early to start music, but
once lessons have begun, make sure your child learns
from a teacher who values and will nurture these two
important and fundamental musical skills. Not only
do we want our children to play now while they’re
having lessons, we want them to have music for life, for
recreation, for relaxation, forever. Just like swimming. e
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Join our team

Senior Organisation Development Consultant et 01631

A great opportunity with flexible work options
Please view the position online at www.jobs.mg.edu.au
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1300 92 3330

Applications need to be submitted through the Macquarie University online recruitment system. Where

Macquarie University is an Equal Opportunity Employer with a commitment to diversity and social inclusion.
We encourage applications from indigenous Australians, people with a disability and those from culturally MACQUA R I E
and linguistically diverse backgrounds, (particularly for senior and non-traditional vacancies). U N l VE RS ITY

circumstances such as disability or remote location prohibit your access to our online system please contact
Matthew Chisholm on 02 9850 9726 or matthew.chisholm@mq.edu.au
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Dance
with Mummy
For tiny ballerinas

2, years with
Mum

) es balle

To nurture and develop
the creative potential
of young children

Obligation Free Trial
Castle Hill, Five Dock, Kellyville,

Oatlands, Rouse Hill and Winston Hills
+ more locations to come

Dance With Mummy
- Ages 2 2 + Mum
Tiny Toes

— Ages 3-5 years

Enquire: (02) 9620 9620
www.tinytoesballet.com.au
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Introducing the new Moriah College
Early Childhood Centre at Rose Bay

A nurturing, safe and secure environment
for two year olds

Moriah College
Early Childhood Centre

The new Moriah College Early Childhood Centre will offer your child a vibrant and
dynamic place of Jewish Life and Learning where they can participate in a play-based
curriculum through which they will develop their skills and abilities in all areas of
growth.

Our highly trained and talented educators will create a thoughtful and respectful
environment that embraces each child and his or her family with a focus on supporting
growth through meaningful relationships and enhancing a love of Jewish life.

The Centre will operate in accordance with Preschool hours with extended hours
offered, and College term dates, with Holiday Care provided.

For more information please contact Denise Diamond, Enrolments Officer
on (02) 9375 1600 or email ddiamond@moriah.nsw.edu.au

Moriah College

NN 9N H90 M2

T'02

"® Acrobatics Conternporary
1 Annual examinations

(02)97127359
1 Hilly Street, Mortlake 2137
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Principal: Belinda Geheran
Bachelor of Teaching (Eary Childhood]
Licentiate Tescher AT.O.D. Lid
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